There is little information about fleas infesting marsupials in Brazil. The host/parasite relationships and range of siphonapteras are better known from rodents, which are the chief hosts to most Rhopalopsyllidae fleas. This was shown by PM Linardi (1984 Rev Bras Biol 44: 329-334) when relating Rhopalopsyllidae species and subspecies to hosts, and recording infestation rates in addition to flea taxonomy and phylogeny (PM Linardi 1985 Rev Bras Biol 45: 73-78). In the Brazilian State of Paraná, the first study on fleas of wild animals was published by DM Barros et al. (1993 J Med Entomol 30: 1068-1070). The present paper aims to contribute with some information about fleas of marsupials and their distribution in relation to different vegetative zones within Paraná.
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Steppe
Ponta Grossa -May 1992 -Captured: 1 D. albiventris with 1 Rhopalopsyllus lutzi lutzi (Rhopalopsyllidae) flea and 3 L. crassicaudata infested by 1 Craneopsylla minerva minerva (Stephanocircidae), 1 Polygenis axius axius and 3 P. tripus, both of the Rhopalopsyllidae family. The spread for R. lutzi includes the Cerrado and the Atlantic forest; P. axius occurs in the Pampas and the spread of P. tripus includes the Cerrado and Caatinga (Linardi 1987 loc. cit.) . P. axius and P. tripus, also found in the Atlantic forest, are being recorded in Steppe for the first time and are new records for Paraná. Both R. lutzi and C. minerva have already been recorded in Paraná, in A. angustifolia forests, by Barros et al. (loc. cit.) .
Araucaria angustifolia forests
The marsupials captured in Tijucas do SulJanuary 1992 -(3 D. marsupialis), Araucária -April 1992 -(2 D. marsupialis and 1 P. opossum), and Pinhão -March 1994 -(1 Monodelphis spp. and 1 P. opossum) were negative to siphonaptera.
Quatro Barras -February 1992 -The only D. albiventris captured in this municipality was infected by 1 C. minerva and 6 Polygenis (Neopolygenis) atopus. In other areas, P. atopus shows preference for marsupials, getting to a 77% infestation rate in Didelphis sp. (CE MachadoAllison 1962 Acta Biol Venez 3: 173-193 
